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Ellipsolithus bollii PERCH-NIELSEN, 1977 

* * 
Figs. 3, 6, 7, 6'', 7'', 8 - Ellipsolithus bollii n. sp. 3, 7) Sample 
356-23-2, 70 em X 8000. (3) Holotype. 6) Sample 356-25-5, 70 em 

X 8000. 6*, 7·\ 8) Samplpe 356-23-2, 70 em LM, X 2000. 

FARINACCI 1986 - XII/110 

Elli psolit hus 
bollii 



Description: 

Diagnosis: Ellipsolithus with a central area with a low ridge along the longer 
axis of the ellipse and a high number of small depressions or holes varying 
in size. The central area comprises about one-third or less of the width of the 
coccolith. 

Description: The distal shield of E. bollii consists of about 80 elements. The 
central area is only slightly lower than the distal shield and a ridge extending 
along the longer axis of the ellipse reaches about the height of the shield. To 
both sides of this ridge, the central area is covered but pierced by a varying (high) 
number of holes of varying size. The proximal shield is small (broken?) and its 
elements continue into and form the flat proximal, perforated central area. In 
the light microscope, the ridge as well as the openings can be distinguished 

Remarks: 

E. bollii differs from E. macellus by the presence of small openings in the 
former. It differs from E. distichus by the presence of large openings in a relatively 
larger central area in E. distichus. E. lajollaensis from the Eocene has only 
about half the elements in the rim, but has also a relatively small central area. 
In E. distichus the central area occupies about half the width of the coccolith 
and is deeper below the rim than in E. bollii, in which the central area is only 
slightly below the rim, and E. macellus, where the central area is about at the 
same level as the very flat rim. 

Type level: 

Fasciculithus tympaniformis Zone (NP5); late Paleocene. 
Occurrence: E. bollii was found in the lower upper Paleocene (NP5 and NP6} 
at Site 356, where it occurs together with rare E. macellus and E. distichus. 

Type locality: 

Sao Paulo Plateau, DSDP Site 356. Western south Atlantic. 

Depository: 

Perch-Nielsen Collection. 

Author: 

Perch-Nielsen K., 1977, p. 749; pl. 43, figs. 3, 5-7; pl. 49, figs. 6-8. 
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